
14 SUNBURY & MACEDON RANGES STAR wEEklY  Tuesday, 31 August, 2021

Baptcare’s Home-Start Program, providing 
families with volunteer mentors, is 
expanding into the Macedon Ranges Shire 
and is seeking new volunteers to support local 
families. Baptcare’s Home-Start program 
provides emotional and practical support 
for parents with at least one pre-school aged 
child. The program has been successfully 
offered in the Greater Bendigo area for 13 
years.

This free program works with all cultures, 
religions and backgrounds and assists 
parents seeking support for post-natal 
depression, disability and social isolation. 
Volunteers are matched with a family to offer 
emotional support, link them into their local 
community and build parent confidence.

Volunteers complete a preparation 
course before working with a family and 
have ongoing support in their role from 
the Home-Start team. Jenny, an existing 
volunteer, says, “What a great choice I made 
when I decided to volunteer for the Baptcare 
Home-Start program. I was looking to 
do something meaningful, that involved 
new learning that would be rewarding, 
sometimes challenging and fun. Top score 
for all of the above!”

Home-Start is now looking for new 
volunteers to join this remarkable group 
of dedicated people. Jane Worthington, 
Home-Start Team Leader, says, “We have 
been so proud to continue service throughout 
the challenges of the COVID Pandemic. We 
need more people who can offer 1-2 hours 
a week to provide much-needed support to 
families in the Macedon Ranges and Bendigo. 
For parents, this one-to-one companionship 
means so very much.”

To register your interest to volunteer, 
contact Jane on 0439 038 140. Baptcare requires volunteers in the Macedon Ranges. (Supplied)

Baptcare seeks volunteers to help mentor families
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Don’t rely on your mains water
supply in a bushfire. 
You could have low water pressure or no supply.
Stay safe and follow CFA advice.
Find out more - www.westernwater.com.au/bushhres
Consult the CFA - www.cfa.vic.gov.au or call 1800 240 667 

Call 1300 650 422    
SMS 0480 015 200
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By Jessica Micallef

The first concept design for the new-look 
Gap Road level crossing in Sunbury has been 
released.

Gap Road will be lowered under the rail line 
to preserve the character of the heritage-listed 
Sunbury station.

Construction on the project was brought 
forward to begin this year, with the level 
crossing expected to be removed by late 2022, 
and the remaining works completed in 2023 – 
two years ahead of the initial 2025 completion 
date.

About 19,000 vehicles pass through the Gap 

Road level crossing each day, with the number 
expected to reach 27,000 in 2026, according to 
state government data.

A three-week community consultation 
period was held in November last year for 
the public to provide feedback on the design, 
landscaping and public artworks for the new 
level crossing.

Sunbury MP Josh Bull said more than 170 
residents contributed to the preliminary design.

“The level crossing will be gone for good by 
the end of 2022, with a road under rail design 
as promised,” he said.

“This year we will see site investigations 
continuing as well as some early works, with 

the majority of major construction towards the 
end of 2022.”

The level crossing removal is being delivered 
in conjunction with the $2.1 billion Sunbury 
line upgrade, which includes platform 
extensions, train stabling modifications and 
rail track power upgrades at Sunbury station to 
enable bigger and more modern trains to run 
on the line.

The line is expected to transport up to 
113,000 passengers in peak hours every week 
when the Metro Tunnel is open.

“We promised to remove this crossing 
by 2025, but this vital project has been fast 
tracked to synchronise works between the level 

crossing removal and the $2.1 billion Sunbury 
line upgrade,” Mr Bull said.

“It means we will only need to close the line 
for an extended period of time once, rather 
than twice, resulting in less disruption and a 
level crossing-free Sunbury three years ahead 
of schedule.

“This is a critical project that will improve 
safety and ease congestion in the heart of our 
community and it is time to get it done.”

The Gap Road level crossing will be the 
fourth crossing removed on the Sunbury line 
and is one of 75 “dangerous and congested” 
level crossings in Melbourne to be gone by 
2025.

Concept design for the new-look Gap Road level crossing. (Supplied) 

Crossing design revealed

‘‘ improve safety and ease 
congestion in the heart of 
our community ’’ - Josh Bull
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level crossing-free Sunbury three years ahead 
of schedule.

“This is a critical project that will improve 
safety and ease congestion in the heart of our 
community and it is time to get it done.”

The Gap Road level crossing will be the 
fourth crossing removed on the Sunbury line 
and is one of 75 “dangerous and congested” 
level crossings in Melbourne to be gone by 
2025.

Concept design for the new-look Gap Road level crossing. (Supplied) 

Crossing design revealed

‘‘ improve safety and ease 
congestion in the heart of 
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Volunteers needed
Mentor support
Baptcare’s Home-Start program is in need of Volunteers in the Macedon 
Ranges region to work with young families. This service matches 
Volunteers who have parenting experience with families needing  
a little extra support to raise pre-school aged children.

Volunteers role
• Share life experiences and skills

• Mentor, friend and support person

• Weekly contact for 1- 2 hours

• Parenting support

• Encouragement around a range  
of practical family needs.

To register your interest call  
Harriet, Bendigo’s Home-
Start Program Coordinator 
on 0439 038 140

 baptcare.org.au

FAMILY & CHILDREN’S  
SERVICES 

For more information contact 
home-start@baptcare.org.au
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