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Teaching crafty chlldre_n

Teachlng a little one to use scissors seems
to inspire fear in a lot of parents, however, a
good sturdy pair of scissors with safety blades
means that even a toddler can handle a pair of
scissors and an adult’s blood pressure can re-
main stable!

“There seems to be a lot of concern about
when is the ‘best’ time to introduce scissor
skills to a child’s crafty repertoire,” says lead-
ing craft expert, Shannon Wong-Nizic, from
OhCreativeDay.

Here are Shannon’s top tips for parents look-
ing to teach their young child how to cut safely
and effectively:

= Open-shut them - The first skill to learn is
opening and closing the scissors. This is
when a spring-assisted pair of scissors is a
good choice. Around the age of two, a child
will often open the scissors with both hands.
At this stage of development, they arent
ready to begin cutting paper. Cutting play-
dough is a great way to encourage strength-
ening hands and growing accustomed to the
open/close nature of using scissors.
Thumbs up - From the start, it's important
to remind children of the ‘thumbs up’ posi-
tion while holding scissors. The thumb is
placed in the smaller hole and the fingernail
must face the ceiling. Draw a smiley face on
a child’s thumbnail when they are first learn-
ing to hold scissors, making sure that the
smile is facing the ceiling at all times when
cutting.

Snip snip - Once opening and closing the
scissors has been mastered, kids can move
onto practising snipping paper. They are
not moving the paper forward as they cut,
simply snipping.

Cut and hold - Around the age of three,
children can begin moving scissors forward
along paper to cut. After this skill is ac-
quired, children begin also using their non-
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Mum, teacher and craft expert Shannon Wong-Nizic shares her tips for teaching kids scissor skills.

dominant hand to hold the paper and move
it to allow cutting with the dominant hand.
Children at this stage can begin to cut along
straight lines, with varying accuracy.

= Around the bend - From straight lines, chil-
dren then move to curved lines. From lines,
they then move onto basic shapes. By about
the age of five, children can begin to cut

more complex shapes with increased accu-
racy.

= The right tools for the job - When it comes
to scissor skills, having a top-quality pair of
scissors is a must. Shannon learnt the hard
way with her firstborn when she attempted
to introduce scissors with her, using cheap
scissors that caused much toddler angst.
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There is nothing worse than a frustrated
toddler bearing scissors! Shannon Wong-
Nizic is a teacher, mum of three and avid
crafter. An enthusiastic fan of pom poms,
PVA and paint, she runs popular blog and
online parenting resource dedicated to all
things creative, ohcreativeday.com and has
over 30,000 followers on Instagram.
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KOO WEE RUP SECONDARY COLLEGE TOURS

We invite Grade 5 & 6 Students and Parents to take our virtual tour which can be found on our website, or
alternatively please contact the College to book an on-site tour. For further information, please contact Mr Todd
Slater (Assistant Principal) or Ms Lauren Harvey (Year 7 Learning Community Leader.)

@ www.kwrsc.vic.edu.au [l www.facebook.com/kwrsc

Learn more information about:
Transition from Grade 6 to Year 7.
Our Learning Communities and facilities.
SEAL Program application process.
School Bus Transport.
Inclusive Education Program.
Extra-curricular programs provided by the school, including
the instrumental Music Program.
Hear from our students about their
school experiences.

Our school aims to provide a quality education for all students:
Friendly, caring environment
Supportive Learning Communities complemented by a strong House
system.
SEAL (Select Entry Accelerated Learning)
Program for gifted students.
Extensive Sports, Music, Creative and Performing Arts programs
State of the Art Year Level Learning Centres.
Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) Program.

12523104-CG47-21

TO BOOK AN ON-SITE TOUR:

(TOURS HELD MON & THURS AT 10.15AM)

&koo.wee.rup.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au &5997 1444
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