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Our family have been 
proudly conducting  

funerals in Geelong for 
four generations. We  

are honoured to still be  
serving the Geelong  

community as a family 
owned and operated  

business. 
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Aleesha Coots and Will Evans-Papinsky with the new watermelon and feta gelati. (Rebecca Hosking) 227285_06

February 5, 2021

By Luke Voogt

The backlog of pending criminal trials at 
Geelong County Court has almost doubled 
since the COVID-19 pandemic hit, the 
Independent can reveal. 

Geelong County Court had 37 pending 
criminal trials when in-person County Court 
circuits were suspended in March, 2020.

The court had 64 pending criminal trials as 
of this Wednesday.

Local opposition MP Bev McArthur 
blamed the state government, accusing it of 
mismanaging the courts during the pandemic. 

“Victoria’s courts are burdened with huge 

Court cases pile up

Ice cream lovers can overcome their 
COVID-19 melon-choly in an annual Surf 
Coast festival featuring 144 flavours 
including watermelon and feta next week.

Aleesha Coots and Will Evans-Papinsky 
recently tasted the quirky concoction, 
one of 12 one-off flavours including 
parmesan and olive oil, siracha pretzels 
and black sticky rice banana.

French opera cake, Turkish Delight 
Pavlova, charcoal Cherry Ripe and the 
Star Wars-themed Stormtrooper also 
feature on the festival’s menu.

The Great Ocean Road Chocolaterie 
and Ice Creamery even has a few 
adults-only indulgences such as spiced 
Negroni and Yuzu whisky sour.

Chocolaterie owner Leanne Neeland 
said her staff had heaps of fun inventing 
“adventurous flavour combinations” 
inspired by their kitchen garden and 
orchard, local suppliers and distillers, 
and favourite cakes. 

The festival comes as the chocolaterie 
rebounds from the devastating effects of 
COVID-19 on local tourism last year.

The event runs at Great Ocean Road 
Chocolaterie and Ice Creamery, Bellbrae, 
from next Wednesday to February 21.

 Luke Voogt

backlogs due to the Victorian government’s 
management of the COVID-19 scenario,” the 
Member for Western Victoria said.

“The County Court [of Victoria] has a 
backlog of 1000 jury trials to be heard, with 
about 400 of these in regional Victoria.  

“People facing more serious charges could 
have a two-year wait.  Months could go by just 
to see a magistrate.

“All this is bad enough for the alleged 
perpetrator waiting to prove their innocence or 
otherwise.

“But it’s the victims of crime who suffer the 
greatest violation – in the crime itself – and 
then in the wait for justice and resolution.”

Following the suspension of in-person 
circuit sittings, the County Court of Victoria 
implemented a new process for regional 
matters.

Under the process, all pleas and appeals 
against sentences are provided with a fixed 
listing date upon committal or appeal 
lodgement.

“The majority of these matters were 
conducted virtually using video conferencing 
software, with appearances in court permitted 
under limited circumstances,” a court 
spokesperson said.

“This has reduced the delay for these types of 
matters.”

Non-finalised pleas at Geelong County 
Court have remained level on 26 between 
January 27, 2020 and January 27, 2021, with 80 
pleas finalised between those dates.

The Productivity Commission’s Report on 
Government Services (Justice) shows that 
pending criminal matters in the Magistrates 
Court of Victoria have increased by 82 per cent 
from 2014-15 to 2019-20.

The Magistrates Court of Victoria did 
not provide caseload statistics on Geelong 
Magistrates Court in response to the 
Independent’s inquiries earlier this week.

Attorney General Jaclyn Symes was 
contacted for comment.

Festival of 
flavour
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said her staff had heaps of fun inventing 
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inspired by their kitchen garden and 
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backlogs due to the Victorian government’s 
management of the COVID-19 scenario,” the 
Member for Western Victoria said.

“The County Court [of Victoria] has a 
backlog of 1000 jury trials to be heard, with 
about 400 of these in regional Victoria.  

“People facing more serious charges could 
have a two-year wait.  Months could go by just 
to see a magistrate.

“All this is bad enough for the alleged 
perpetrator waiting to prove their innocence or 
otherwise.

“But it’s the victims of crime who suffer the 
greatest violation – in the crime itself – and 
then in the wait for justice and resolution.”

Following the suspension of in-person 
circuit sittings, the County Court of Victoria 
implemented a new process for regional 
matters.

Under the process, all pleas and appeals 
against sentences are provided with a fixed 
listing date upon committal or appeal 
lodgement.

“The majority of these matters were 
conducted virtually using video conferencing 
software, with appearances in court permitted 
under limited circumstances,” a court 
spokesperson said.

“This has reduced the delay for these types of 
matters.”

Non-finalised pleas at Geelong County 
Court have remained level on 26 between 
January 27, 2020 and January 27, 2021, with 80 
pleas finalised between those dates.

The Productivity Commission’s Report on 
Government Services (Justice) shows that 
pending criminal matters in the Magistrates 
Court of Victoria have increased by 82 per cent 
from 2014-15 to 2019-20.
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Providing tax return services for clients in 
a variety of industries such as construction, 
health, security and garment industries, along 
with self-managed super funds, business 
activity statements, ‘mum and dad’ businesses, 
small-medium enterprises, and businesses 
with multi-million dollar turnover, Proctor 
Accounting is your guardian angel this tax 
time.

Accountant Phil Proctor has been in the tax 
and accounting industry for 22 years, and has 

run his own practice for the last 12 years. 
“I am driven by the rapport I build with my 

clients, and achieving the best possible outcome 
for them,” Phil says. “My greatest achievement 
is having the business evolve from a one man 
band to having multiple employees, as well 
as the capacity to form a strong collaboration 
with complementary businesses to assist our 
clients within our own office.”

Services are tailored to each individual 
client’s needs and clients are not handballed 

from professional to professional. If you see 
Phil for your tax return one year, you will see 
him the next.

Consistent client feedback highlights the 
fact that Phil is not just a typical accountant. 
Rather, he explains everything in terms that is 
easily understood.

With tax season approaching and legislation 
changing each year, Proctor Accounting is 
preparing with staff training sessions before 
clients book in, ensuring that each member of 

the team is comfortable and compliant with all 
current tax laws.

As a part of the Geelong Wealth Centre, 
Proctor Accounting can put clients in touch 
with like-minded complementary businesses, 
including bookkeepers and financial advisors.

Proctor Accounting is located at 4a Reeves 
Court, Breakwater.  For more information or 
to book an appointment, visit 
www.proctoraccounting.com.au.

The clock is ticking to tax time
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