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Thabani Tshuma is presenting in the Writing the Stars event. (Supplied)

Flu vax for you and me, for free
By Elle Cecil 

Victorians will be eligible to receive their 
annual flu shot for free until Thursday, June 30, 
after flu cases in the state rose more than 30 per 
cent in just one week.

The COVID-19 pandemic has led to a 
reduced immunity to common viruses 
including influenza, with flu cases rising from 
10,000 to 15,000 in Victoria during the last 
week of May.

The vaccine is already free for children aged 
under five, people aged 65 and over, pregnant 

women, people with increased-risk medical 
conditions and Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people.

The state government initiative will 
reimburse GPs and community pharmacies 
for influenza vaccines administered to people 
not usually eligible for a free vaccine. 

Immunisation providers will also be offered 
$2000 grants to assist in managing additional 
demand, including the costs of rostering more 
staff and extending opening hours.

More than 3000 Victorian GPs and 
community pharmacies have been invited to 

take part under a $33 million package, aimed 
at boosting vaccination coverage and avoiding 
more hospitalisations during winter.

“This will be the first time in two years 
that we will face a real flu season - we need 
all Victorians to roll up their sleeves and help 
protect their loved ones and our health system 
by getting vaccinated,” Health Minister 
Martin Foley said.

With no interval required between receiving 
the flu and COVID vaccines, Victorians are 
encouraged to ensure their vaccinations, 
both influenza and COVID, are up to date for 

the winter season. 
“Victorians really took up the call to arms 

when it came to COVID-19 vaccinations, 
and we know they can do it again - so we’re 
removing as many barriers as possible to help 
boost vaccine coverage,” Mr Foley said.

“Help your family stay safe this winter 
by getting vaccinated for both the flu and 
COVID-19, getting tested if you have any 
symptoms and staying home while unwell.”

Victorians can book their free flu vaccines 
by contacting their local GP or community 
pharmacy.

Emerging writers star
A pair of performance-based writers will wow 
audiences at the Melbourne Planetarium as 
part of the Emerging Writers Festival.

In partnership with Scienceworks, the 
Writing the Stars event will be held on 
Thursday, June 23, with sessions at 7.30pm 
and 9pm.

Thabani Tshuma and Bella Waru will be 
performing special pieces following a feature 
film screening in the Planetarium dome.

Mr Tshuma said he is fostering an 
infatuation with stars to prepare for the event, 
including watching episodes of Star Trek and 
other science fiction media.

“My latest obsession has been with the 
stars,” he said.

Mr Tshuma said he is working in 
performance and slam poetry, but his work is 
always evolving.

“I’m very jazz about it,” he said.
Mr Tshuma said he was looking forward to 

being involved in the festival for a third time.

“It’s always been such a wholesome place to 
get involved with,” Mr Tshuma said.

A group of three writers will also share their 
thoughts about what attracts them to write 
about the west.

Jinghua Qian, Harry Reid and Khalid 
Warsame will present as part of the Writing 
the West workshop at the Footscray library on 
Tuesday, June 21 from 6pm until 7pm.

The festival will also include the launch of 
a multi-disciplinary exhibition named Same 
River Twice.

Same River Twice is an outcome of Footscray 
Community Arts West Writers program and 
is presented in partnership with Footscray 
Community Arts.

The exhibition is running from Wednesday, 
June 15 to Sunday, July 3 at 45 Moreland Street 
in Footscray, while the launch will be held on 
Tuesday, June 21 from 7.30pm.

� Matthew Sims

Print and Online Sales Executive
Star Weekly

Star Weekly seeks an enthusiastic sales executive to work across 
our print, digital, social and online platforms.

Star Weekly is an independently owned company which prides 
itself on its long history of community experience but also its 
investment in the future.

The successful applicant will need to possess good people skills 
to enable them to meet with local businesses to sell solutions 
through our advertising platforms to help promote their business.

Sales skills/experience:
• Ability to maintain existing professional relationships and 

to create new ones
• Ability to meet defined sales and activity targets
• Excellent listening skills
• Accuracy and attention to detail
• Effective time management to meet deadlines
• Ability to operate in a team
• Demonstrates initiative and flexibility
• Effective oral and written communication

Applicants will need their own reliable vehicle for which we 
will provide an allowance.

The position is salaried, plus we offer an 
open ended commission scheme.
Send your application letter and resume to:
Mandy Clark 
Group Advertising Sales Manager 
mandy.clark@starnewsgroup.com.au

12518321-AV43-21

Join fun activities at Yooralla’s Footscray Hub!
• For people with disability aged 18+.
• Choose educational, recreational, creative, social and 

workplace skills activities.
• Participate in person or online. 
• We can design programs just for you!
• Ask about our ‘Come and Try’ sessions.

Yooralla works with customers to provide safe, supportive and 
interesting programs for people with disability. We know the 
NDIS and tailor supports for all ages and requirements. 

Meet new  
friends and  
learn new skills!

Designed by you, supported by us,  
and achieved together

We can’t wait to meet you!

For bookings and more information  
please contact us or scan the QR code:

yoorallaconnect@yooralla.com.au
1800 966 725 yooralla.com.au

Yooralla is a registered NDIS provider.
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